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Alfreda Rollins (1960-2021) 

 I remember her a lot at Dance Planet at Booker T. Washington High School in the cafeteria.  She was 

warm and kind and in-charge.  It was just wonderful to see her, as always, but not a surprise.  I’m guessing I 

first met her in the role of Calvin’s mother.  Solomon Espie had a dance team at [the then] Lisbon 

Elementary School, and Calvin was one of the kids.  Solomon would drop them off after rehearsal if an adult 

had not come to get them. 

 That was eons ago!  So, the photo of her at her youngest (above center) that I have seen, and the last 

time I saw her (the ones below) span several decades.  I don’t know what it was to live in her household, but she 

always radiated warmth and efficiency!  Along the way, she seemed to volunteer for everything, and then she 

was volunteering and working.  She even made costumes for two of my dances, and I heard about her cooking. 

 One day before the pandemic, and her illness, she stopped by the South Dallas Cultural Center to 

chat.  It was great to see her!  Then she was off.  We would communicate from time to time when she was 

sick, and I remember getting a text with a picture of her holding up two fingers showing that she was double 

vaxed.  When she was released from the hospital the first time, she came to see us with her daughter, 

Angelica.  She saw a part of class and was pleased with how the dancers were doing.  Angelica took these 

pictures of us. In many ways, we will surely miss her, yet we know she’s still with us, as her spirit still 

radiates! 
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Matthew Roberts 

Matthew was the South Dallas Dance Festival scholarship recipient in 2009.  He danced well, 

obviously, but also seemed to be a nice guy.  I would check from to time to see how he was doing.  One 

time, I learned that he was at the time in college at Marymount Manhattan College and one of his teachers 

was a college classmate of mine!  Small world!  Well, after dancing with other companies, he became a 

member of Bruce Wood Dance … right here in Dallas!  

I enjoyed his performances, and later asked him to dance a duet by Eleo Pomare.  But then, the 

pandemic struck.  Luckily, Bruce Wood Dance was one of the arts organizations that able to able to stay 

intact.  They took to filming dances in open spaces and presenting them virtually.  In one dance, Matthew 

was featured in a work by Adam McKinney.  Much of McKinney’s work has to do with Jewish and African-

American history.  This one in particular showed a Black man dancing in fields of tall grass, then in a tree!  

No nooses, but making a statement.  The film, 'Promise Me You'll Sing My Song', will be broadcast on TV this 

November.  That’s when my questions started. 

Later, the company went to Tulsa OK, the city where 100 years ago was the site of a Black Wall 

Street that was destroyed.  And Matthew was the sole Black man in the company and was injured in 

performance and therefore was unable to go.  More questions.  So, we had a chat recently.  

He liked working with Adam McKinney, but the jury is out as to whether the casting reflected his 

artistry or the color of his skin.  It is still interesting to try separate the dancer from the dance, and in this 

current climate colorism and racism are much more in the forefront of issues.  Being the only Black male is 

not new to him; sometimes being the only person of color, sometimes the only male, sometimes both.  He 

revealed that sometimes it was colleagues who supported him, rather than people with the same skin tone.  

I was a bit alarmed at the dance company going to Tulsa at the time, but Matthew sees it as a missed 

opportunity to be visible, show possibility … and looks forward to visiting that city to connect with some of 

its history. 

I must say, though, that was reassuring to me that the Executive Director of Bruce Wood Dance, was 

with him at all his appointments.  And I am (we all are) looking forward to seeing him onstage again! 



North Texas Giving Day 

 
 

  
 
BECKLES DANCING COMPANY 
Beckles Dancing Company celebrates the glory of Dance!  We exult by dancing.  We develop on, and 

refine, human movement.  We speak without words, using the body as instrument of communication, 

and we reflect the natural beauty we see.  We combine various forms to reach you through an 

exhilarating mix.  In works than span the gamut from light to dark, reverential to irreverent, we touch 

the spirit and renew the soul …  

VISION 
A world where the primary impulse to move is honored and nurtured! 
 

Please support us now!  North Texas Giving Day site in already open for early donations. 

North Texas Giving Day 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/BecklesDancingCompany 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/BecklesDancingCompany
https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/BecklesDancingCompany


Save The Dates 
23 September, Thursday 6:00 am to midnight 

 North Texas Giving Day.  You can make your donation earlier, when you’re thinking about it 

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/BecklesDancingCompany 

 

2 October, Saturday in the noon slot 

Dallas Black Dance Theatre presents Dance Africa Marketplace  

Klyde Warren Park, 1909 Woodall Rodgers, Dallas TX 75201 

 

22+23 October, Friday at 7:00 + Saturday at 7:00  

Over The Bridge Arts presents Burning Woman at Arts Mission Oak Cliff 

410 S. Windomere Avenue, Dallas TX 75208 

  

5, 6 November, Friday + Saturday 

  Sweatt Dallas Dance Festival 2021: Together We Rise  

Friday at 7:00 pm 

  Saturday – various events, starting at 12:00 

     Make a day of it! 

South Dallas Cultural Center, 3400 S. Fitzhugh Avenue, Dallas TX 75210 

 

Remember our FREE classes 

 Wednesdays and Fridays at 5:00 – virtual.  In person with masks and social distancing. 

Wednesdays – Ballet Barre, some center 

Fridays – Keep it Moving 

“Use it or lose it” 

More info and to reserve a spot: BecklesDancingCo.org 

   

Sponsors

www.BecklesDancingCo.org / 214-886-2321 .. bdc91018@gmail.com 
Mailing Address: Sammons Center for the Arts .. 3630 Harry Hines Boulevard .. Dallas TX  75219 

Rehearsal: South Dallas Cultural Center .. 3400 S. Fitzhugh Avenue, Dallas TX 75210 
Beckles Dancing Company is a component of ARGA NOVA DANCE, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation.  

https://www.northtexasgivingday.org/BecklesDancingCompany
http://www.becklesdancingco.org/

