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Kaleb Smith 

One of the younger dancers in Beckles Dancing Company is Kaleb Smith.  Since we are 
not able to rehearse as a company in person, I asked him a few questions …  
[How old are you?] I am 16 years old. 
[How long with BDC?]  
This is my fifth year dancing for the Beckles Dancing Company. 
[Why do you dance?]  



I dance because it’s my favorite thing in the world. As a little boy I used to watch tons of videos 
of famous male dancers that I knew at the time. I was so determined to learn that I would almost 
break my neck in the process!  So my mom asked me “you wanna take dance classes,” and the 
rest is history. 
[What are you doing to stay in shape?] 
I take online dance classes and work out with my mother. 
[How do you manage during this unpredictable time?] 
Well I try to keep my self educated by reading books and watching documentaries and keeping 
in touch with my friends. 
[When things get back to a more easy state, what are your dreams?] 
I honestly don’t really know yet. I like for my goals and aspirations to come naturally. 
 

June has been hot 

I (Loris) didn’t and don’t hate my grandfather.  And there are many people with “white” skin 

who I do love.  But I join the Black Lives Matter movement in its effort to dismantle the system 

that has oppressed us for so long.  In a racist, ageist, sexist, homophobic, exclusionary structure … 

we all lose … sooner (historically or momentarily) or later!  The time is now to grab the reins and 

recognize humanity.  Overt and blatant, or subtle and institutional, it’s time for that structure to go!  

And humans of all stripes are realizing this in our world.   

For me, much of the atrocity has been theoretical, though, in addition to my [relatively] few 

experiences, it has shaped my behaviors, and now that it is all so clear, I am both exhausted and 

inspired. 
 

Graduations 

Several dancers who are, or recently were, in the company have by now graduated from High 

School.  They were not able to culminate their 12 years of schooling in the usual way, but there have 

been virtual graduation ceremonies.  We at BDC and their loved ones wish them Peace, Love, Light, 

Good Health and Happiness as the take their next steps! 

  

Fundraising 

Beckles Dancing Company would like to thank TACA for their support via their emergency 

fund, and the Moody Fund for The Arts in granting us funds to help us pay for a Managing Director.   

We also thank the many individual donors who have made the commitment to our company.   

Please continue to support us as we all navigate how to return to live performances.  You can 

donate via www.BecklesDancingCo.org, or through CashApp at $AndBdc           Thank you! 

  

Sponsors 

 
Additional sponsors include Ann Richards STEAM Academy, and you, via Star System of donors to Beckles 
Dancing Company.  Thank you!  1st photo Photo: Supreme Dream Photography 

www.BecklesDancingCo.org / 214-886-2321 .. bdc91018@gmail.com  
Mailing Address: Sammons Center for the Arts .. 3630 Harry Hines Boulevard .. Dallas TX  75219 

Rehearsal: South Dallas Cultural Center .. 3400 S. Fitzhugh Avenue, Dallas TX 75210 
Beckles Dancing Company is a component of ARGA NOVA DANCE, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 
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